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The image of the swooping bird, above, was the backdrop for a winter-
quarter theatrical interpretation of Darwin’s own voyage of discovery
as he debated with himself, his colleagues, his wife and God ahout the
strange natural phenomena he was observing.

This canonical 1837 image of the “Tree of Life,” above, from Darwin’s
notebooks, showing the relationship among all organisms, was the first
known sketch of the evolutionary process. Left, the statue of Louis
Agassiz, an early opponent of Darwin, after it toppled from its perch on
Jordan Hall after the 1906 earthquake.

‘What the creationist alternative does to students is to
intercept and deaden curiosity, along with the desire
to discover various truths for themselves.

If relationships or correlations can be simply
allocated to the cleverness of a designer,
there is very little incentive to think up
an experiment or undertake an analysis.

- DONALD KENNEDY
FORMER PRESIDENT OF STANFORD
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