




















SUSTAINABLE STANFORD

ALUMNI COUPLE
YANG AND YAMAZAKI PROMOTE
SUSTAINABILITY AT STANFORD

The brand new hub for environmental problem
solving on campus is already thriving. Students ar-
rive by bike to attend seminars. Professors set up
their labs. And crews put the finishing touches on the
eco-friendly Jerry Yang and Akiko Yamazaki Environ-
ment and Energy Building.

“We are thrilled to see environmental scholars
move into this innovative building that models
sustainable practices and provides the infrastruc-
ture to advance discovery,” said Stanford Trustee
Jerry Yang, co-founder of Yahoo! Inc. “It’s ex-
citing to see Stanford tackle some of the world’s
most complex issues.”

Yang and his wife, Akiko Yamazaki, con-
tributed $50 million toward construction of the
building, which encourages multidisciplinary re-
search by bringing together wide-ranging exper-
tise to take on difficult environmental challenges.
The building is at the heart of Stanford’s Initia-
tive on the Environment and Sustainability, as are
its main occupants: the Ward W. and Priscilla B.
Woods Institute for the Environment, the Precourt
Institute for Energy Efficiency, and the Depart-
ment of Civil and Environmental Engineering.
The initiative is a key component of The Stanford
Challenge, a five-year campaign aimed at seeking
solutions to intractable global problems and edu-
cating the next generation of leaders.

“This building and the programs it houses will
allow the best and the brightest to convene and
engage in problem solving in a unique way that’s
only possible in an academic setting,” Yamazaki
said. “What better place than Stanford for that,
with its excellence in engineering, law, Earth sci-
ences and biology.”

Yang added: “When The Stanford Challenge
defined the environment and sustainability as a
major fundraising initiative, it really hit home for
Akiko and me.”

Born in Taiwan and raised in the Bay Area,
Yang earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
electrical engineering from Stanford in 1990. He
co-founded Yahoo! in 1994 while a doctoral stu-
dent in electrical engineering at Stanford and is
currently the company’s chief executive officer. In
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Many of the Earth sciences people remain in
Mitchell, Green and the Braun Geology Corner,
but others are moving. Also, the institutes and
centers that illustrate the potentials of cross-disci-
plinary collaboration have moved in: among them
are the Woods Institute for the Environment, the
Global Climate and Energy Project, the Center for
Ocean Solutions, the Precourt Institute for Energy
Efficiency, the Environment and Natural Resources
Law and Policy Project, the Program on Food Se-
curity and the Environment and the Bill Lane Cen-
ter for the Study of the North American West.

Affiliates of the many centers and departments,
housed both in Y2E2 and elsewhere, participate
in a wide range of initiatives aimed at bringing
people together from diverse areas.

One of the best examples is the ongoing Wa-
ter Seminar, sponsored by the Woods Institute.
It began in fall 2007, when Luthy summoned his
freshwater colleagues to a town meeting so that
everyone could find out what everyone else was
doing. In 10-minute presentations, they talked
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2005, he joined the Stanford Board of Trustees
for a five-year term.

Yamazaki was raised in Costa Rica and earned
a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering at
Stanford in 1990. She is a director of the Wildlife
Conservation Network in Los Altos, Calif., and
a trustee of both the Asian Art Museum and San
Francisco Ballet.

“It’s great that we can contribute in some way,
but at the same time, I don’t think that we can af-
ford not to do this,” Yamazaki said. “Otherwise,
our children are not going to have a good world

about hydrology, regulation, disease, waste, cli-
mate change, aridity and water supply. Since then,
regular seminars have taken place on such sub-
jects as water regulation in China, reservoir mod-
eling and the ever-popular solid waste manage-
ment led by researchers known as the poop group,
whose work takes them to Africa, Asia

to live in.”

“We are all enormously grateful to Jerry and
Akiko for their incredible generosity,” said Jef-
frey Koseff, the Perry L. McCarty Co-Director of
the Woods Institute, the William Alden Campbell
and Martha Campbell Professor in the School of
Engineering, and the Michael Forman Univer-
sity Fellow in Undergraduate Education. “The
Environment and Energy Building will allow us
to move our ideas into action by providing the
space and technology for collaboration and con-
nections with decision makers, and it will create
the spaces needed to train and educate leaders in
the environmental realm.”

In addition to the gift for the new build-
ing, Yang and Yamazaki committed $5 million
toward the construction of the Learning and
Knowledge Center for the School of Medicine,
and another $20 million that will be earmarked
for projects to be determined later.

Over the years, Yang and Yamazaki have
funded scholarships and fellowships, undergrad-
uate education and other campus programs at the
School of Engineering, the Asia Pacific Research
Center, the Stanford Japan Center and the Jasper
Ridge Biological Preserve. They also supported
the Yahoo! Founders Professorship in the School
of Engineering and co-chaired the recent Cam-
paign for Undergraduate Education, which raised
more than $1.1 billion to strengthen undergradu-
ate studies.

Other donors to the building include:

e Anonymous (Two)

e Mary Ann, ’83, and Bryan Lee Bentrott,
’83 (Parents *06, *10)

Kathleen and John Graham, *79

Holly Haley Knapp, *80 (Parent ’11); Ha-
ley Knapp, ’11; and Tyler Knapp

Marian, ’54, and George Malloy, ’50
Tashia and John Morgridge, MBA 57
David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Kristina, 91, JD ’98, and George Phipps,
MBA 91

* Molly and Jay Precourt, ’59, MS ’60 (Par-

ents ’96)
® The Wells Family

sphere, land surfaces and freshwater systems.
Pamela Matson, the Chester Naramore Dean
of the School of Earth Sciences and the Richard
and Rhoda Goldman Professor of Environmental
Studies, won’t be moving into the building, but
her enthusiasm is second to no one’s. Indeed, she
was one of the principal instigators of the

and Latin America.

In addition to the research centers, in-
terdisciplinary degree programs also have
a new home in Y2E2, including the In-
terdisciplinary Graduate Program in En-
vironment and Resources (IPER) and the
undergraduate Earth Systems Program.

The building also houses two depart-

new building.

“Y2E2 is truly a wonderful interac-
tive space for the people who are housed
there, but it is much, much more,” she
said. For scientists and teachers like
herself, the new building “is a coming-
together place, a perfect gathering place
for interdisciplinary research teams,

ments: the Department of Civil and En-
vironmental Engineering and the new
Department of Environmental Earth
System Science in the School of Earth Sciences,
which aims to look at the full complexity of the
global system, including the interactions, syner-
gies and feedbacks that link the oceans, atmo-
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Pamela Matson

student groups, seminars and projects.
Y2E2 was designed for use by our entire
multidisciplinary environmental com-
munity on campus.”

The building’s various thematic communi-
ties, or research clusters, are signaled by colors:
red is for climate and energy, blue for oceans and
estuaries, yellow for land use and conservation,
and green for fresh water. Thus, occupants and
visitors are made aware of the focus areas as they
move around the building. The architects also in-
tended that these colors serve as a navigational
tool: It makes it easier for people to give direc-
tions to events at the building and find their way
to meetings.

Even for those who did not have to pack up
their offices, Y2E2 seems to be acting as a mag-
net. Rob Dunbar, the J. Frederick and Elisabeth
Brewer Weintz University Fellow in Undergradu-
ate Education, a professor in the Department of
Geological and Environmental Sciences, a salt-
water and climate man, and founding director of
IPER and the Victoria P. and Roger W. Sant Di-
rector of the Earth Systems Program, still has his
main office in Braun Geology Corner.

“But I find T am actually spending significant
time [at Y2E2], at least part of a day three times a
week,” he said. “It is one-stop shopping for many
of the folks I work with, folks that used to be
spread out all over campus.”



